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Takasegawa Genryu Teien
(Garden located at the upstream of the Takasegawa River)

The flow of the Takasegawa River, which has attracted people in Kyoto
since ancient times, passes through “Ganko Takasegawa Nijoen” ,

the former villa of the wealthy merchant Ryoi Suminokura, and
reappears after running under the Kiyamachi Street.

After the garden was established by Ryoi in 1611, it became the villa called
“Dai-ni Murinan” of Aritomo Yamagata, one of the Genkun of Meiji

(the statesmen who contributed in Meiji Restoration).

It was then used as the villa of Koichiro Kawada, the 3rd Governor
of the Bank of Japan, and owned by Ichitaro Abe.

At the present time, it is inherited by the Oiwa family and now used as
“Ganko Takasegawa Nijoen” .
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@rhzTcn-><iE The Kimono-sleeve-shaped stone washbasin ® %% The Tea room ® =Xt % The Small Pebbles
This type of stone washbasin is set in a Japanese garden for the guests While a tea room usually has Nijiri-guchi, a very Set in the Riverbed

invited to a tea ceremony to wash their hands before entering the tea small entrance at which you have to get on your It is believed that pebbles set in
room. As the stone washbasin is in the shape of a kimono sleeve, it is knees to enter, this tea room has Kinin-guchi, an the riverbed make the sound of
called the Kimono-Sleeve-Shaped Stone Washbasin. entrance large enough to walk into. streaming river water more

@)% The Tiger rock
The stone is so called because
of its striped patterns like )
those of a tiger.
®

@ #4F Railings

These railings are a part ®

of the Noh stage used in ()

the Meiji era. ®
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D The 250-year-old
Red plum tree

Fine point for photo
(please go up to the eighth step)

—# 2% The Monolith waterfall ()

pleasant to the ear.

(D% & The Tea room garden

The tea room garden is a small garden in front
of and around the tea room. This small tea
room garden is said to have been made by
Enshiyu Kobori (1579-1647) in the early Edo
era. Kobori was not only a superb architect
and garden designer but also a great tea
ceremony master. This tea garden is created
to give the impression of wabi and sabi; the
beauty of simplicity and antiquity.

®487%3%.% % The Lucky frog rock

Frogs are believed to bring good luck according to the
old Chinese tradition. As the rock looks like a frog, the
stone is called the Lucky Frog Rock.

O@1tir k% The Stone lantern
Several natural stones were arranged into the shape of a
stone lantern.

This waterfall was made to give the impression (D33 B A1 The Stone lantern in an Arbor style
that it is a natural waterfall gushing down from This is the biggest stone lantern in Japan. It is so big that you can sit

the Takase river. inside of it.

JilJR © An Open-Air Deck

In Kyoto open-air decks are built over or alongside a river as an extended open air space of a Japanese restaurant during summer. As summer in Kyoto is
sometimes unbearably hot and humid, people often visit these restaurants to enjoy the light breeze and cool atmosphere these decks provide while they are

eating and drinking.

Our restaurant, Ganko, also offers an open-air deck set up alongside the Kamogawa River from May through September. Come and dine on our open-air deck
and enjoy viewing cherry blossoms in spring, the glow of fireflies in summer, and red and yellow leaves in autumn!

A Brief History of Takase-gawa Nijo-en garden

Takase-gawa Nijo-en garden (literally, Takase-gawa means the Takase river, Nijo
the second street, and en a garden) was built by Ryoui Suminokura (1554-1614), a
billionaire merchant in Kyoto in the early Edo period. He made his fortune by trading
goods between Japan and Vietnam. Although the Tokugawa Shogun ate government
took a closed-door policy toward the outside world, in those days, Suminokura had an
exclusive right to do business as a government-licensed trader.

In 1600, with his amassed fortune, he started to build the Takase river, a man-
made canal branching off from the Kamogawa River. The Takase river was built to
be used to transport goods by boat between Kyoto and Osaka. After completing this
ambitious project, he had his second home and its garden built on this site. The water
used for the garden was and still is taken from the Takase river.

After Suminokura died in 1614, the house and garden fell into the hands of several
prominent people. The most important among them was Aritomo Yamagata
(1838-1922), who not only became prime minister twice under the Meiji Government,
but who also was a founder of the Japanese Imperial Army.

As a garden lover, he purchased Nijo-en and commissioned Jihei Ogawa VII
(1860-1933) to build a new garden named the second Murinan. (The first Murinan was

located in Yamagata’ s native town in Yamaguchi Prefecture.) Ogawa is one of the most

respected gardeners in the history of Japanese gardens. (He is also often referred to as
Ueji after the name of the gardening company he and his descendants own.) Later
Yamagata had Ogawa build another garden near Nanzenji temple, which is called the
third Murinan, and it has become one of the most popular and well-known gardens in
Kyoto today.

Takase-gawa Nijo-en is currently used as a Japanese restaurant, which is run by a
restaurant chain called Ganko. Toemon Sano (1928- present) is now responsible for
taking care of the garden. He is a renowned gardener for his artistic skill of tending
cherry blossom trees in and around Kyoto.

The garden is now open to the public at no charge and a complimentary guide is
available upon request.
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